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About the Coalition
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The Food Equity Coalition’s Objectives: 
Align goals, strategies  
and activities of existing  
coalitions and organizations   
working to address  
community food security  
and determine gaps. 

Expand and focus public 
information efforts with 
consistent messaging 
to promote food equity.  

Enhance communication  
and coordination between 
agencies and resources. 

Develop shared  
measurements to  
evaluate efforts.

Coordinate, improve,  
and expand community 
food security resources 
and activities.

The Food Equity Coalition’s organization chart - 4/28/22
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The Food Equity Coalition’s Mission  
The Food Equity Coalition’s mission is to increase community food security  
in Montgomery County by decreasing food waste, decreasing food insecurity,  
and increasing the availability of healthy, affordable, local food.



Org Chart 

2021 Montgomery County 
Community Food Security  
and Food Equity 

79,644 
SNAP participants  

14.3%  
of residents are  
food insecure 

1,272,416  
home delivered meals 
from the Area Agency  
on Aging

111 
food insecure pregnant  
or postpartum women  
served by the Produce Perks’  
Infant Vitality Produce  
Prescription (PRx) Program
 
 

500 
local apples distributed to 
classrooms, after-school  
programs, childcare centers, 
and Head Start programs  
provided by Great Lakes  
Apple Church

1,200 
farmers and Ohio-owned 
businesses impacted by  
Produce Perks

100 
Food Equity  
Coalition  
members

317 
Food Summit  
participants 

4,000  
customers served  
in food desert  
neighborhoods  
provided by Homefull 
Mobile Grocery

5,000 lbs  
of produce donated  
to East End’s Food Access 
Resiliency (FARE) programs, 
Access to Excess, and  
Miami Valley Meals

265 
people received the  
Food Referral Guide 

1,401 
people reached by the  
Expanded Food and  
Nutrition Education  
Program (EFNEP) to  
improve nutritional security  
in low-income families

400,000 lbs  
of food distributed by seven 
mass food distributions  
hosted by The Foodbank,  
Inc., in partnership with  
CareSource and Dayton  
Children’s

1,234 lbs  
of fresh food donated  
by Dayton Regional 

40,334 lbs 
of food waste diverted  
from landfill to compost  
(The Foodbank, Inc.)

by the numbers

3



Branch/Community Updates

• The Foodbank, Inc. completed the Service Gap Map in  

partnership with the University of Dayton, which identifies  

areas where residents are more likely to experience food  

insecurity and have low access to food pantries. In response  

to the survey results, The Foodbank, Inc. added mobile  

pantry sites to priority areas. 

• Have A Gay Day, Inc. settled into new locations with more  

space, added a little free pantry outside that anyone  

can access 24 hours a day, and began food deliveries. 

• The Hearth Community Place started a cancer box  

program to help provide food to cancer patients in  

collaboration with Five Rivers Health Centers. 

• Downtown Dayton Initiative added a food program helping  

people who are transitioning from homelessness to housing.

• Several agencies conducted back-to-school celebrations  

providing food and other resources to children and families. 

• Dayton VA coordinated a Thanksgiving distribution  

for veterans impacted by community food security.   

• McKinley United Methodist Church Pantry added a Kid’s  

Café program, which provides free meals and snacks to  

low-income children along with a safe place to get  

involved in educational, recreational, and social activities.

• BOGG Ministries participated in the Feeding America Client  
Survey which gathers neighborhood-level data through an  
electronic survey to help better understand the food needs  
of residents.

• Increasing capacity - several partner agencies have  

transitioned back to the Choice Pantry model, which  

allows families to choose their own food at food pantries,  

and several agencies have added distribution sites in  

areas of need.

• The Foodbank, Inc. has established new partnerships  

with Maranatha Christian Fellowship, Memorial United  

Methodist Church “MUM Food Pantry”, Shiloh Church  

UCC, and Homefull to increase the capacity for  

feeding Montgomery County residents.

The Food Insecurity branch works to minimize the disruption to food intake  
or eating patterns because of lack of money or other resources. The Foodbank, Inc.  
is one of the leading agencies working with the coalition to reduce food insecurity.

Food Insecurity
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The Foodbank, Inc., in partnership 

with CareSource and Dayton  

Children’s, coordinated seven  

bonus mass food distributions at  

the Dixie Twin Drive-In in 2021.  

Over 400,000 pounds of food  

were distributed, and several  

wrap-around services were  

offered, including COVID-19  

vaccinations, health screenings, 

mammograms, and HIV testing.  

Community Spotlight:  
CareSource & Dayton Children’s
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The Healthy People branch understands that making dietary and lifestyle  
changes may prevent chronic disease progression and premature death, and  
works to provide healthy food for all. 

Branch/Community Updates 

Healthy People
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Community Spotlight: Produce Perks Midwest, Edgemont Solar Gardens Event,  
Gem City Market Meal Planning Event, & Homefull Mobile Grocery

The Food Equity Coalition partnered 

with Produce Perks Midwest to  

bring the PRx Infant Vitality Program  

to pregnant and newly postpartum  

families in Montgomery County. 

Through this program 67 families  

received $15,720 worth of food  

vouchers to be redeemed at local  

grocers and farmers markets  

for fresh produce. 

In September, Gem City Market 

hosted a meal planning event.  

Public Health - Dayton &  

Montgomery County Maternal  

& Infant Vitality Taskforce  

partnered with WIC to provide  

meal planning templates  

and recipes to shoppers, and  

distributed PRx materials to  

participating clients who  

attended the event. 

Homefull Mobile Grocery made a 

stop in Dayton on one of Homefull's 

Perscription Perks (PRx) shopping 

days. It travels the city, making  

scheduled stops in food deserts  

and giving residents a chance to buy 

groceries close to home. Montgom-

ery County's EveryOne Reach One 

Maternal & Infant Vitality Taskforce 

distribute PRx materials to participat-

ing clients and help them shop.

One of our PRx participants, receiving a  
$100 Gem City Market gift card for participating  
in the PRx program. These gift cards were  
provided by the Local Office of Minority Health 
and provided a grocery sweepstakes to PRx  
clients who actively participated in the program.

• Hosted conversation about the need for delivery resources in food resource space.

• Compiled a presentation education on current food resources in 3 priority zip codes: 
45403, 45417, and 45426. Presentation will be used for advocacy and education in 2022.

• Partnership secured between Homefull and Dayton Children’s Hospital to help patients' 
families access emergency housing assistance.
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Branch/Community Updates

The Strong Communities branch strives to improve equity and respond to the community’s  
food needs by building diverse and collaborative relationships and supporting civic participation,  
political empowerment, and local leadership. 

Strong Communities
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Community Spotlight: OSU Extension Community Nutrition Education  
Grant Funded Programs in Montgomery County for Adults & Youth

SNAP-Ed partnered with Trotwood-Madison 

who received a grant that gave them access to  

funds to purchase groceries and crockpots for over 

20 families for LIVE via ZOOM cooking lessons.  

They held 25 virtual, in-person, or pre-recorded  

lessons/series among youth, adults, and families.

EFNEP (Expanded Food and  
Nutrition Education Program)  
provided virtual 6–9 week series 
for youth and adult audiences.  

As a result, EFNEP reached 178 adults 

and 606 family members; 98%  

improved diet quality, 94% improved 

food resource management, 74% 

improved in physical activity, 70% food 

safety. The EFNEP reached 617 youth  

in grades K-12, 88% youth improved 

diet, 68% improved food safety,  

and 61% improved physical activity.

• Updated and distributed the Food Referral Guide, promoting local community food security resources.

• Coordinated with managed care plans to develop a Transportation Benefit Resource Guide indicating transportation  

services available to managed care plan participants, including transportation to food pantries and grocery stores. 

• Montgomery County Family Assistance used the Managed Care Plan Transportation Benefit Resource Guide, as  

developed by the Strong Community Committee, to help customers access managed care transportation benefits.  

Such benefits can be used to travel to pick up pre-ordered groceries. By using these transportation benefits,  

residents have increased access to healthy groceries. 

• Using Montgomery County’s website and social media platforms, the Department of Job & Family Services informed  

the public about Produce Perks. The Produce Perks Program allows SNAP EBT cards to be used at local farmers  

markets. Participants also receive $1 in free produce for each dollar they spend (up to $20).

• Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County's Local Office on Minority Health hosted a webinar "Decolonizing Your  

Plate: Eat without guilt, respect your body, and embrace your culture“, featuring guest speaker, The Black Nutritionist,  

Dr. Kera Nyemb-Diop. In commemoration of Native American Heritage Month, and to find out what it means to  

“decolonize your plate” with culturally competent and sensitive healthy eating practices and thinking. A total of 50  

registered participants were pleased with the event and based on survey results rated the program a 4.7 out of 5 overall. 

• The Area Agency on Aging's (AAA) meal programs supported older adults 60+ consumers in 2021 through an increase  

in some meal funding through various contracts with Senior Resources Connection for Older Americans Act meals,  

vendors for Ohio's PASSPORT Medicaid waiver program, and vendors for Comcare (funded by Human Services Levy).  

In addition to funding, AAA Waiver Service Coordination of the MyCare Ohio program consumers (Dual eligible  

Medicare/Medicaid consumers), recieved a total of over 1.2 million (1,272,416) home-delivered meals and  

assembled over 77,000 meals.
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Branch/Community Updates 

• Montgomery County’s Community and Economic Development office contracted with a customer  

intelligence company to understand the viability of grocery stores and customer behaviors in food  

desert communities. The data will help jurisdictions develop new tools for grocery store recruitment.   

• Partnered with the University of Dayton to develop a Scope of Work for the State of the Food System Report. 

• The League of Women Voters of The Greater Dayton Area social service program members volunteered  

 monthly at The Food Bank, Inc.. 

• Homefull’s Mobile Grocery serviced nearly 4,000 customers in food desert neighborhoods,  

with a focus on vulnerable populations (low-income, seniors, disabled, etc.). Product top sellers  

included eggs, greens, lemons, orange juice, and toilet paper. This program created 6 full-time  

equivalent local jobs and supported local farmers with produce purchases from Central State  

University Incubator Farms at Edgemont Solar Garden and the City of Trotwood.

• Local Food Entrepreneurs:

 • Kourtney Terry, owner of Taste-T-Love launched her business providing frozen natural and  

 preservative free baby-food. 

 • Charmaine Webster, founder of Tinka’s Treats new home bakery business that specializes  

 in pies as a way to honor her family and build upon the legacy. 

 • Amber Tipton, owner of Neighborhood Nest, launched her business which offers delicious gluten free  

 goodies accommodating individuals who are dairy-free, egg-free, nut-free, soy-free, vegan, and keto. 

 • Tea Winterson, Dayton native and founder of Entrepreneur Marketplace launched as a pop-up  

 shop to help bring small businesses to the community and highlight local business owners. 

The Thriving Local Economy branch encourages building economic vitality within  
the food system by creating local, livable wage jobs, promoting sustainable development,  
and infrastructure that supports community and environmental health.    

Thriving Local Economy

Community Spotlight: Gem City Market
Gem City Market, a community co-op  

grocery store, opened in May 2021 after years  

of community-led efforts to increase healthy  

food access in West Dayton. Gem City Market  

offers a full-service grocery store, teaching  

kitchen, a community room, a health clinic,  

and a coffeehouse. The market also partners  

with Produce Perks to provide SNAP  

participants additional dollars to purchase  

fruits and vegetables. 
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Branch/Community Updates

•  The Foodbank, Inc. started the Compost Bucket Program, which offers residents a sustainable method for 

reducing food waste and increasing food security by providing residents buckets for food scraps that can be 

composted by The Foodbank, Inc. 

•  The Foodbank, Inc. opened the Beverly K. Greenhouse, a 6,000 square-foot greenhouse designed to produce 

tens of thousands of heads of lettuce, year-round, to feed the community.  

•  The 2021 Bring Your Green Giving Garden Challenge, hosted by Dayton Regional Green, challenged residents 

and organizations to reduce their environmental impact by incorporating sustainable practices, including 

regenerating soil, restoring biodiversity and mitigating climate change, while feeding those who are hungry by 

nourishing their bodies with good, whole, fresh and nutritious foods. Of the 11 organizations and the 32  

individuals that participated, three of the organizations reported donating 1,234 pounds of fresh food.  

•  University of Dayton students organized an art exhibition, fundraising dinner to promote community  

food justice called “Dinner in the Dessert Kitchen V: Forage Ahead”. This fifth annual event was produced by 

the Department of Art and Design in conjunction with Gem City Market and its wellness partner, Expressions  

of Life. Offering soup in ceramic bowls created by students was a new initiative added this year. The dinner  

experience features a sit-down meal for a small group of individuals from a cross-section of community- 

minded interests and disciplines to enjoy conversation and a meal inspired by this year’s theme of  

“foraging” which highlights sustainable food practices.

•  In collaboration with UD’s Brook Center, UD’s Dining Services opened a student food pantry for students  

experiencing food insecurity. Their catering team continues to donate extra food from events to Gospel 

Mission and St. Vincent DePaul. UD Dining Services has added some new local vendors to their supply chain, 

including some Minority Business Enterprises (MBE’s), providing food & beverages for their dining halls.  

UD also started a farmers market, encouraging students to have access to local foods and increasing  

student awareness about the benefits of purchasing local.

•  In 2021, Agraria Center for Regenerative Practice hosted the first Regenerative Farmer Fellowship Program,  

a 25-week training program to support beginning Black, Indigenous or People of Color (BIPOC) growers.  

Six Farmer Fellows participated in the 2021 pilot. During the training, they built capacity for their own sites  

and growing operations, participated in workshops focused on regenerative agricultural practices and  

business planning, toured successful farms, and made lasting connections.

The Sustainable Ecosystems branch promotes sustaining and growing a healthy  
environment, enhancing biodiversity, agricultural, and food distribution practices  
that mitigate climate change. 

Sustainable Ecosystems

Community Spotlight: Dayton Urban Grown 
Dayton Urban Grown is an urban farmer’s group that encourages urban residents to grow  

sustainability produced, chemical-free fruits and vegetables in the city for sale to restaurants,  

farmer’s markets, and through CSA’s. 

Throughout 2021, Dayton Urban Grown taught classes on proven strategies for profitable urban 

agriculture, DIY infrastructure for small-scale and urban agriculture, seed starting 101 featuring  

soil blocks, low-tech farm hacks and DIY infrastructure, year-round veggie production with  

affordable DIY infrastructure, vegetable garden basics, beginning farming series and building 

healthy living soil for plant and plant health. 
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Branch/Community Updates 

•  Began serving as the West Central Ohio Farm-to-School Regional  

Lead to expand local foods purchasing efforts in schools.  

•  Partnered with Montgomery County, Ohio State University Extension, and the Community 

Overdose Action Team on the Victory Seeds Garden Project to provide vegetable seed  

packets to organizations and increase knowledge of growing food and increasing vegetable  

consumption. Seed packets were distributed to Miracle Clubhouse, OneFifteen, and  

to individuals who visited the Ohio State University Extension (OSUE) office. 

•  Organized increased participation in the Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch in Montgomery 

County by distributing 500 local apples to classrooms, after school programs, childcare  

centers, and Head Start programs. This effort supports local farms and provides education  

on the local food system and nutrition. Apples were provided by Bayer’s Melon Farm,  

Monnin’s Fruit Farm, Crossroad Orchard, and Tuken’s Orchard and Farm Market.

The Vibrant Farms branch supports local, sustainable family farms to thrive and be economically  
viable by protecting farmers and farm workers, honoring stories of food and farm legacy through 
community voices, and respecting farm animals. 

Vibrant Farms

Community Spotlight: Keener Farms

Keener Farm is one of the oldest family farms in Montgomery County, Ohio.  

Established in 1830 by John Keener, the farm is now operated by his great, great, great, 

grandson, Matthew Keener. Matthew lives on the farm in a circa 1800’s two story farmhouse.  

Operating as a sustainable cattle farm, Matthew is working with other local livestock  

producers to market their products locally through a butcher shop located in Dayton. 

In 2022 Keener Farm will be establishing a 501c3 non-profit. The goal of the non-profit  

initiative is to raise donations through crowd funding, healthcare organizations, universities,  

and private donations to purchase cattle from local producers. Once purchased, the cattle 

will be harvested and the meat donated to local food banks and church pantries in  

Montgomery County. Matthew is working with the Food Insecurity and Vibrant Farms  

branches of the Montgomery County Food Equity Coalition to make the initiative a reality.
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On November 18th, 2021 the Food Equity Coalition hosted the 11th Annual 
Montgomery County Food Summit, From Roots to Fruits: Cultivating Health Equity.  
With almost 317 registrants, the Food Summit featured local producers, small grocers, 
beginner farmer education, The Foodbank, Inc. hydroponics greenhouse, Produce 
Perks Midwest, composting lessons, cooking education, and more. The Food Summit 
also presented six Food Champion Awards to residents and community organizations 
going above and beyond to improve community food security.  

11th Annual Food Summit

 
A Food Champion  
is a community member serving  
in Montgomery County who has  
demonstrated dedication and  
commitment to their community,  
applied a new solution to an  
existing problem, and has inspired  
and empowered meaningful work  
in others.

Trailblazer Award, Trudy Elder  
Recognizes a community member who has identified and applied  
innovative solutions to an existing problem that positively affected our community

Nourishing Spirit Award, Jessica Wells  
Recognizes an individual who has gone above and beyond to provide nutritious 
food to community members in need

Education Champion Award, Brian Faggett Sr.  
Recognizes a community member who inspires and empowers meaningful  
work in others in our community while educating about the food system

Community Partner Award, Miami Valley Meals  
Recognizes a community member who demonstrates dedication and commitment  
to their community and their impact is exemplary and measurable

People’s Choice Award, Glenn Pequinot  
Recognizes the community member who is nominated by the greatest number of their peers

Multiplier Award, Mandie Burns  
this award recognizes a member who is able to find ways multiply resources, including volunteers and supplies 

2021 Food Champion Awards

Food Equity Coalition Accepted to Participate 
in the John Hopkins Center for Livable Future’s  
Community of Learning Practice
The Food Equity Coalition was accepted to participate in the John Hopkins Center for Livable Future’s  
Community of Learning Practice – Investing in Racially and Economically Just Food Systems.  
Two representatives from the Coalition will participate in an 18-month cohort with 14 other food policy  
councils from around the United States with the intent of building capacity for food policy councils to  
confront systemic racism in the food system. Through the initiative, the Food Equity Coalition will be given  
tools to ensure that priorities and programs are driven by community members and will gain knowledge  
about developing more equitable, inclusive, and values-based approaches to food policy transformation. 

Additional Highlights

Hall Hunger Micro Grants 
The Hall Hunger Initiative began the micro grant project in 2021, offering grants of $5000 to $10,000 for  
grassroots organizations helping the hungry. The micro grant fund started with $100,000, donated by an  
anonymous funder. Any local nonprofit working on food security and access activities can apply.  
Some examples of micro-grants may include emergency repairs, equipment purchase or rental, technology,  
training, staff and one-time unexpected expenses. Priority is given to activities which address needs in  
underserved areas or populations, especially minority and immigrant communities.  
It’s a quick and simple application, available anytime. Apply at hallhunger.org/micro-grants.
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They joined other West Dayton 
Food Access Collective Impact 
Project gardens in operation  
including those at Main & Helena,  
Dakota Center, Wesley  
Community Center, and  
Westwood Elementary School.  
The Westwood Elementary  
garden received a $3,000 grant 
from the Whole Kids Foundation 
to fund an outdoor seating  
and irrigation project.

 Community volunteer  
Ms. Eva Wells, better known  
as the Crockpot Lady, was 
awarded a Hall Hunger Initiative  
micro-grant to increase her 
capacity to provide crockpot 
cooking classes complete with 
crockpot giveaways, recipes,  
and nutrition & food storage 
education.

West Dayton Food Access Collective Impact Project 
making impacting our food sys-
tem and creating more local food 
system jobs.

 Despite ongoing challenges  
presented by the COVID-19 
pandemic, two locally owned 
Grocery Stores, the Homefull  
Mobile Grocery Store and Gem 
City Market - operated in service 
to the community and to  
vulnerable populations. Both 
stores accept SNAP-EBT and  
Produce Perks and both offered  
social determinants of health 
special events, including nutrition 
education, vaccination clinics, 
and health screenings.

  Homefull added a brand new, 
handicapped accessible shuttle 
bus to its fleet of Food Program 
vehicles.

  The Central State University  
Incubator Farms at Edgemont 
and Trotwood launched and 
made their locally grown produce 
available to the community.  

 The West Dayton Food Access 
Collective Impact Project  
adresses goals such as  
expanding food initiatives into 
food desert census tracts,  
attracting grocery stores and/or 
smaller markets to underserved 
communities, increasing the 
availability of healthy, affordable 
local food, and shortening the 
gap between farmers and  
consumers; including those  
with lived experiences in  
conversations and policy- 

Community volunteer Ms. Eva Wells,  
better known as the Crockpot Lady,  
teaching her crockpot cooking class
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 UD Dietetics students ran a salad 
bar that served 113 Miracle Maker 
students this summer, with fresh 
fruits and vegetables and cultural 
themes each week that included 
prepared foods. They also created a 
nutrition curriculum for preschool 
that they implemented with their 
summer pre-K class.  

 Mission of Mary hired a new Farm 
Manager this year, a full-time 
Farmer (a part-time Education 
and Outreach Coordinator), 
and a part-time Development 
Assistant; all first-time positions.  
Stephen Mackell served Mission 
of Mary as Farm Manager for over 
9 years. They grew over 70,000 
pounds of produce this year and 
donated 5,000+ pounds to East 
End’s FARE programs, Access to 
Excess, and Miami Valley Meals. 

  Together with Mission of Mary,  
the FARE staff fully activated a  
24’ x 40’ hoophouse structure  
at Ruskin Elementary.

 FARE held monthly food  
pantries with With God’s Grace 
and served close to 1,000 people 
this calendar year.  

 East End FARE used CARES Act, 
PNC Foundation and Fifth Third 
Foundation funds to create a food 
delivery service to East Dayton  
residents in need in partnership 
with Miami Valley Meals. They 
hired 5 delivery drivers who 
brought Miami Valley Meals to 
over 180 families (700+ individuals) 
weekly through the winter and into 
late spring. Often times, they also 
delivered donated produce from 
Mission of Mary and Access to 
Excess along with the meals. 

 The Food Access Resiliency  
Enterprise began in 2017,  
with support from Montgomery 
County and the United Way  
to improve food security in  
inner East Dayton. The goal is  
to increase affordability, quality, 
and nutritional value of food  
available to East Dayton  
families, and to enhance  
residents’ knowledge of how to 
grow and prepare healthy foods. 

 FARE hosted the Access to Excess 
program in the Ruskin Kids’  
Garden weekly throughout the 
fall. They served over 50 families 
each week fresh vegetables, and 
taught gardening and nutrition  
to kindergarten and 3rd grade 
Ruskin students. Weekly cooking 
classes were also held at their 
Youth Center. Students tried 
many new foods and were  
excited to be involved in the  
process of growing and  
cooking their own food. 

Food Access Resiliency Enterprise (FARE)  
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Above: FARE staff and Mission of Mary  
build the 24’ x 40’ hoophouse structure  
at Ruskin Elementary School.



Food Deserts and Available Food Options 
Montgomery County, 2021

Public Health - Department of Epidemiology, 6/2021

Source: USDA, Food Access Research Atlas (2019); The Foodbank, Inc Resource Guide (2020)
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Updated Food Desert Data 
The United States Department of Agriculture released new food 
desert data for the United States for the year 2019. Food deserts 
are identified as low-income census tracts where a significant 
number of residents are more than 1 mile in urban areas and 
10 miles in rural areas from the nearest supermarket. The latest 
food desert map was released in 2021. While this data is an 
important tool to understanding where communities can be 
experiencing significant barriers to accessing healthy food, this 
data does not depict all of the initiatives implemented in  
Montgomery County to increase access to healthy food,  
nor does it describe all of the barriers our community  
experiences to obtaining fresh, healthy food.  



 

 

 

  Stay 
Connected.

@mcfoodequitycoalition

www.mcfoodequitycoalition.org
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